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BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP

LAND PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes of Meeting of March 9, 2010
The March 9th meeting of the Land Preservation Advisory Committee convened at 7:30 PM. 

Members Present:

Don Moss, Chair





Barbara Thomas, Vice-Chair




Jesse Berdinka




Chris Clarke





Josh Rice





Ken Bupp

Staff Present:


John T. Terry, Township Manager

Patti McVaugh, Administrative Assistant to Manager





Jonathan Reiss, Esquire

Approval of Minutes:
The Committee reviewed the minutes from the February 9th meeting.  Upon motion of Josh Rice, seconded by Chris Clarke, the public meeting minutes and executive meeting minutes of February 9, 2010 were unanimously approved.  
Open Space Fund Financial Reports:
Jack Terry advised that the EIT revenue has started out strong this year.  It is already $9,000 higher than this time last year.  He also confirmed that the open space note closing took place and the 2.5 million voter approved referenda monies are now available to be utilized for land preservation.  
On the expense side, Jack reported that the Conservancy endowment funding for the Rice Estate and Barndt properties are on the Board of Supervisors agenda for approval at their meeting tomorrow night.

Solicitor’s Report
· Status of Anita Meyers acquisition:  The title issues are being addressed.  This includes the probation of her husband’s estate which may take two months to be completed.  Mr. Reiss believes this easement will not be ready to close for several months.
· Status of Miller acquisition:  The appraisal, survey and baseline document preparation have all been ordered and are being worked on.
· Status of Harrison acquisition: The appraisal and baseline document preparation have been ordered and are being worked on.  Mr. Harrison’s attorney will prepare the subordination agreement and forward it to us.
The public meeting was adjourned into executive session at 7:45 PM.

The public meeting reconvened at 8:20 PM.
Other Business
The committee reviewed and discussed the revised draft of the new conservation easement form.  Many concerns were raised with regard to ponds and greenhouses.  Jonathan Reiss explained to the members that this new easement form in many respects is less restrictive on the property owner than the current form that is being used by Township.  Mr. Reiss will forward a sample of the current easement to the committee members and ask them to review the easement for comparison to the proposed new form.  At the next LPAC meeting, he will then compare the current form to the proposed new form and further discuss the committee’s decision of whether or not to recommend the new easement form for adoption by the Supervisors.
There being no further business to discuss, Chairman Don Moss adjourned the meeting at 8:35 PM.
JTT:psm 
