Bedminster Municipal Land Use Office
432 Elephant Road
Perkasie, PA 18944
Phone {215) 249-3320

Memorandum

Date:  January 2005

To: Applicants for a private residential swimming pool

From: Building and Zoning Office

Re: Requirements for private residential swimming pools, spas and hot tubs.

A private residential swimming pool is defined as a chlorinated recreational facility designed to contain a
water depth of twenty-four inches (24} or more for the use of the residents and their guests. The facility
must comply with the 2006 IRC Appendix G (attached) and is subject to the following;

a) A Zoning and Building Permit shall be required to locate and construct a private residential
swimrning pool. Applicant shall submit two (2) copies of all pool and filter plans or brochures for
above ground pools with their applications. Work shall not be started until all permits are issued
and the applicable fees are paid.

b) A private residential swimming pool may be located within the side or rear yard area; at no time
shall a private residential swimming pool be located within a designated frent yard area. All
setback requirements in accordance with the applicable zoning district shall be maintained.

c) The private residential swimming peol shall be provided with exterior lights, underwater lights or
both, All exterior lighting associated with the private residential swimming pool shall not be
reflected or directed upon adjacent properties in such a manner as to be a nuisance or annoyance to
neighboring properties. All lighting, including underwater lighting, shall be installed in strict
compliance with the latest edition of the National Electrical Code.

d) There shall be no cross connection with any public or private sewage system.

€) The permanent inlet shall be lacated at an elevation above the overflow level of the pool.

f) The facility and equipment shall be designed to be completely emptied of water and the
discharged water shall be disposed of in a manner that will not create a nuisance to any adjoining
property.

g) No private residential swimming pool shall be located within ten feet (10°-0), measured
horizontally, of any electric power lines, including service lings at any time,

h) A site plan shall be provided with the Zoning Permit Application indicating the location of the
pocl, fikration equipment fence and the distances to all property lines.

i) A copy of the property deed.

Permit Fees

Inground pools $100.00 — Zoning Permit Application Fee
Inground pools $150.00 — Building Permit Application Fee
Above-ground pools $75.00 — Zoning Permit Application Fee
Above-ground pools $77.00 — Building Permit Application Fee

Please make checks payable to Bedminster Township.



Inspections Required

[nspections are necessary to ensure that the work is being completed in conformance with the approved
plans, specifications and the applicable codes. Inspections may be scheduled with the township office by
calling (215} 249-3320.

1} Reinforcing Steel and Bonding — {for in-ground pools) to check placement of reinforcing prior to
the placement of concrete. (A field sticker shall be in place from a UL Listed Electrical
Underwriter licensed within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the steel bonding.)

2) Final Inspection — to verify all township requirements and a final electrical approved by an
underwriter. You must have all safety requircments in place, such as, fencing
and lighting prior te filling your pool.

* Above ground pools require only a final inspection.

If you have any questions or require any additional information please contact Bedminster Township at
(215) 249-3320.



APPENDIX G
SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS

SECTION AG101
GENERAL

AG101.1 General. The provisions of this appendix shail con-
trol the design and construction of swimming pools, spas and
hot tubs installed in or on the lot of a one- or two-family dwell-
ing.

SECTION AG102
DEFINITIONS

AG102.2 General. For the purposes of these requirements, the
terms used shalt be defined as follows and as set forth in Chap-
ter 2.

ABOVE-GROUND/ON-GROUND POOL. See “Swim-
ming pool”
BARRIER. A fence, wall, building wall or combination

thereof which completely surrounds the swimming pool and
obstructs access to the swimming pool.

HOT TUB. See “Swimming pool.”
IN-GROUND POOL. See “Swimming pool.”

RESIDENTIAL. That which is situated on the premises of a
detached one- or two-family dwelling or a one-family town-
house not more than three stories in height.

SPA, NONPORTABLE. See “Swimming pool.”

SPA, PORTABLE. A nonpermanent structure intended for
recreational bathing, in which all controls, water-heating and
water-circulating equipment are an integral part of the product.

SWIMMING POOL. Any structuze intended for swimming
or recreational bathing that contains water over 24 inches (610
mra) deep, This includes in-ground, above-ground and
an-ground swimming pools, hot tubs and spas.

SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR, A swimming pool which is
totally contained within a structure and surrounded on ali four
sides by the walls of the enclosing structure.

SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR. Any swimming pool
which is not an indoor pootl.

SECTION AG103
SWIMMING POOLS

AG103.1 In-ground pools, In-ground pools shall be designed
and constructed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-5 as listed in
Section AG108.

AG103.2 Above-ground and on-ground pools. Above-
ground and on-ground pools shall be designed and constructed
in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-4 as listed in Section AG108.
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SECTION AG104
SPAS AND HOT TUBS

AG104.1 Permanently installed spas and hot tubs, Perma-
nently installed spas and hot tubs shall be designed and cop-
structed in conformance with ANSI/NSPI-3 as listed in
Section AG108.

AG104.2 Portable spas and hot tubs. Portable spas and hot
tubs shall be designed and constructed in conformance with
ANSI/NSPI-6 as listed in Section AG108.

SECTION AG105
BARRIER REQUIREMENTS

AG105,1 Application. The provisions of this chapter shall
control the design of barriers for residential swimming pools,
spas and hot tubs. These design controls are intended 1o pro-
vide protection against potential drownings and near-
drownings by restricting access to swimming pools, spas and
hot tubs.

AG105.2 Outdoor swimming pool. An outdeor swimming
peol, including an in-ground, above-ground or op-ground
pool, hot tub or spa shall be surrounded by a barrier which shall
comply with the following:

1. The top of the barrier shail be at least 48 inches {1219
mm) above grade measured on the side of the barrier
which faces away from the swimming pool. The maxi-
mutn vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of
the barrier shall be 2 inches (51 mm) measured on the
side of the barrier which faces away from the swimming
pool. Where the top of the pool structure is above grade,
such as an above-ground pool, the barrier may be at
ground level, such as the pool structure, or mounted on
top of the poot structure. Where the barriet is mounted on
top of the pool sructure, the maximum vertical clearance
between the top of the poel structure and the bottom of
the barrier shall be 4 inches {102 mm).

2, Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage cf a
4-inch-diameter {102 mm} sphere.

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a
masonry or stone wall, shall not contain indentations or
protrusions except for normal construction tolerances
and tooled masonry joints,

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical
members and the distance between the tops of the hori-
zontal members is less than 45 mches (1143 mm), the
horizontal members shali be located on lhe swimming
pool side of the fence. Spacing between vertical mem-
bers shall not exceed 1%/, inches (44 mm) in width.
Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical mem-
bers, spacing within the cutouts shall oL exceed 1%,
inches {44 mm) in width,
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. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical

members and the distance between the tops of the hori-
zontai members is 45 inches {1143 mim) or more, spacing
between vertical members shall not exceed 4 inches (102
mm}. Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical
members, spacing within the cutouts shal! not exceed 1%,
inches (44 mm) in width.

. Maximom mesh size for chain link fences shall be a

2'-inch (57 mm) square unless the fence has slats fas-
tened at the top or the bottom which reduce the openings
to not more than 1Y, inches (44 mm).

. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members,

such as a lattice fence, the maximum opening formed by
the diagonal members shall not be more than 1%, inches
(44 mam).

. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Sec-

tion AG105.2, Items | through 7, and shall be equipped
to accornmodate s locking device. Pedestrian access
gates shall open outward away from the pool and shail be
self-closing and have a self-latching device. Gates other
than pedestrian access gates shall have a self-latching
device. Where the release mechanism of the self-latch-
ing device is located Jess than 54 inches (1372 mm) from
the bottom: of the gate, the release mechanism and open-
ings shall comply with the following:

8.1. The release mechanism shall be located on the
pool side of the gate at least 3 inches (76 mm)
below the top of the gate; and

8.2. The gate and barrier shall have no opening larger
than '/, inch (13 mm) within 18 inches (457 mm)
of the release mechanisio.

. Where a wali of a dwelling serves as part of the barrier,

one of the following conditions shall be met:

9.1. The pool shall be equipped with a powered safety
cover in compliance with ASTM F 1346; or

9.2. Doors with direct access o the pool through that
wall shall be equipped with an alarm which pro-
duces an audible warning when the door and/or its
screen, if present, are opened. The alarm shall be
listed in accordance with UL 2017. The audible
alarm shatl activate within 7 seconds and sound
comtinuously for a minimum of 30 seconds after
the door andfor its screen, if present, are opened
and be capable of being heard throughout the
house during nomal househald activities. The
alarm shail automatically reset under ail condi-
tions. The alarm system shall be equipped with a
manual means, such as touch pad or switch, to
temporarily deactivate the alarm for a single open-
ing. Deactivation shall last for not more than 15
seconds. The deactivation switch{es) shall be
tocated at least 54 inches (1372 mm) above the
threshold of the door; or

9.3. Other means of protection, such as self-closing
doors with self-latching devices, which are
approved by the governing body, shall be accept-
able so fong as the degree of protection afforded

is not less than the protection afforded by Ttemn
9.1 or 9.2 described above.

10. Where an above-grovnd pool structure is used as a bar-
rier or where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool
structure, and the means of access is a ladder or steps:

10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of being
secured, locked or removed to prevent access; or

10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a
barrier which meets the requirements of Sec-
tion AG105.2, Iterns 1 through 9. When the lad-
der or steps are secured, locked orremoved, any
opering created shall not aliow the passage of a
4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere.

AG105.3 Indoor swimming pool. Walls surrounding an
indoor swimming pool shall comply with Section AG105.2,
Item 9.

AG105.4 Prohibited locations, Barriers shall be located to
prohibit permanent structures, equipment or simitar objects
from being used to ¢limb them,

AG105.5 Barrier exceptions. Spas or hot tubs with a safety
cover which complies with ASTM F 1346, as listed in Section
AG107, shall be exempt from the provisions of this appendix.

SECTION AG106
ENTRAPMENT PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING
POOL AND SPA SUCTION OUTLETS

AG106.1 General. Suction outlets shall be designed to pro-
dace circulation throughout the pool or spa. Single-outlet sys-
tems, such as automatic vacuum cleaner systems, or muitiple
suction outlets, whether isolated by valves or otherwise, shall
be protected against user entrapment.

AG106.2 Suction fittings. Pooi and spa suction outlets shall
have a cover that conforms to ANSIASME A112.19.8M, oran
18 inch X 23 inch (457 mm by 584 mm) drain grate or larger, or
an approved channel drain system.

Exception: Surface skimmers

AG106.3 Atmospheric vacuum relief systemy required. Pool
and spa single- or multiple-outlet circulation systerns shall be
equipped with atmospheric vacuum relief should grate covers
located therein become issing or breken. This vacuum relief
system shall include at least one approved or engineered
method of the type specified herein, as follows:

1. Safety vacuum release system conforming to ASME
A112.1917; or

2. An approved gravity drainage system.

AG106.4 Dual drain separation. Single or multiple pump cir-
culation systems have a minimam of two suction outlets of the
approved type. A minimurn horizontal or vertical distance of 3
feet (914 mm) shall separate the outlets. These suction outlets
shall be piped so that water is drawn through them simulta-
neously through a vacuum-relief-protected line to the pump or
pumps.

AG106.5 Pool cleaner fittings. Where provided, vacuurn or
pressure cleaner fitting{s) shall be located in an accessible posi-
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