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BEDMINSTER TOWNSHIP SEWAGE MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE

GENERAL PROVISIONS.

§101. TITLE.

This Ordinance shall be known as the “Bedminster Township Sewage Management Ordinance.”

§102. STATEMENT OF FINDINGS.

The Board of Supervisors of Bedminster Township finds that:

A.

Inadequate management of individual and community sewage systems increases surface
water pollution, groundwater contamination, the potential of public health problems, and
general nuisance conditions.

A comprehensive and reasonable program of sewage management regulations is
fundamental to the public health, safety, and welfare; to the protection of present and
future residents; and to the environment of Bedminster Township.

Bedminster Township has the power and duty to provide adequate sewage treatment
facilities and for the protection of the public health by preventing the discharge of
untreated or inadequately treated sewage and to provide for long-term administration and
maintenance of any and all sewage systems, whether individual or community.

§163. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the public health, safety, and welfare by rhinimizing
the problems described in §102.A of this Ordinance by:

A.

Implementation of the provisions of the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act, P.L. 1535,
537, January 24, 1966, 35 P.S. 750.1, er seq., as hereafter amended, supplemented,
modified, or re-enacted by the General Assembly of Pennsylvania.

Review of proposed sewage plans for compliance with the Township's wastewater
facilities plan, this Ordinance, and appurtenant ordinances.

Enactment and implementation of this and appurtenant ordinances concerning holding
tanks and water conservation/waste flow reduction,

Development and implementation of a public education program to supplement the
public assurance program.



F. Giving force and effect to the policies adopted in the official Act 537 Plan of Bedminster
Township.

§104. ADOPTION; AUTHORITY; APPLICABILITY.

The Board of Supervisors of Bedminster Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to the
Clean Streams Law of Pennsylvania (Act 394 of June 22, 1937, P.L. 1987, as amended), the
Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act (Act 537, of January 24, 1966, P.L.. 1535, as amended, 35
P.S. §750.1 ef seq.), and the Second Class Township Code (53 P.S. §§65727, 65729 & 66551),
hereby enacts and ordains this Ordinance as the “Bedminster Township Sewage Management
Ordinance.” This Ordinance shall apply to all individual and community sewage systems as
defined in §112 of this Ordinance. No part of this Ordinance shall preempt the functions, duties
and jurisdiction of the BCDH with respect to the enforcement of Act 537, the Clean Streams
Law, or BCDH rules and regulations for sewage systems.

§105. RIGHT-OF-ENTRY.

After providing notice and authorization to enter and inspect, or upon the consent of the property
owner, authorized agents, employees, or officials of Bedminster Township may enter upon any
property within the Township to investigate the condition of the subject property for compliance
with this Ordinance.

§106. SEWAGE MANAGEMENT PREFERENCES.

A All proposals for wastewater disposal within the areas proposed for public sewer
connection pursuant to the Township’s Sewage Facilities Plan must connect to the BMA
sewer system in accordance with Bedminster Township Ordinance #159.

b. All lots, existing or proposed, not located within the areas proposed for public sewer
connection pursuant to the Township’s Sewage Facilities Plan, must employ OLDS for
wastewater disposal. An OLDS proposal shall utilize the highest priority method of
sewage disposal set forth in the following table that can be technically and
administratively implemented on the subject property. If disposal cannot be provided by
higher-ranked method than proposed, the applicant must submit a written explanation of
the reasons why the given lot is not suitable for these higher-ranked methods, along with
the appropriate supporting data. A decrease in the number of dwelling units, businesses,

~and/or establishments that could be served by a certain method of on-lot disposal upon
the subject property shall not constitute a valid reason why a higher ranked method is not
utilized in favor of a lower priority method. An applicant must show that the higher rank
methods of on-fot disposal will not function upon the subject property before proposing
to employ a lower-ranked method.



SEWAGE MANAGEMENT PRIORITY TABLE

Individual on-lot sub-surface sewage disposal.

Individual on-lot elevated or at grade sand mound.
Individual on-lot residential spray irrigation system (IRSIS).
Individual on-lot A/B soil system.

Indtvidual on-lot greenhouse system

Community on-lot subsurface sewage disposal.

Community on-lot elevated sand mound.

Community on-lot spray irrigation system.

Holding tank.

0. Experimental system.
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§107. MUNICIPAL LIABILITY.

The degree of sewage management required by the provisions of this Ordinance is considered
reasonable for regulatory purposes. The issuance of permits by the Township, its officers, or
employees, shall not be deemed to relieve the applicant/permitee of responsibility to those
adversely affected by the proposed/employed sewage system. Further, the Township, through
the issuance of a permit, assumes no responsibility to either the applicant/permitee or adjacent
property owners affected by the sewage system or for any discharge of sewage.

B. DEFINITIONS,

§111. GENERAL.

Words used in the singular include the plural and words used in plural include the singular. The
word “building” shall be construed as if followed by the words “or parts thereof.” The word
“may” is permissive; the words “shall” and “will” are mandatory.

§112. DEFINITIONS.

The following words and terms, when used in this Ordinance, shall have the following meanings,
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

ABSORPTION AREA - A component of an individual or community sewage system
where liquid from a treatment tank seeps into the soil. It consists of an aggregate-filled
area containing piping for the distribution of liquid and the soil or sand/soii combination

located beneath the aggregate.

ALTERNATE SEWAGE SYSTEM - A system employing the use of demonstrated
technology in a manner not specifically recognized by the DEP.



AEROBIC UNIT - A mechanically acrated treatment tank that provides aerobic
biochemical stabilization of sewage prior to its discharge to an absorption area,

APPLICANT - A landowner or landowner’s agent who has filed an application for a
Sewage Management Permit.

BMA — The acronym for the Bedminster Municipal Authority, a municipal corporation
formed under the auspices of the Municipality Authorities Act (53 Pa.C.8. 5601 ef seq.)
that operates public water and sewer systems within Bedminster Township.

BCDH — The acronym for the Bucks County Department of Health, the local agency in
the County of Bucks responsible for enforcing the rules and regulations of the DEP
regarding sewage facilities, specifically Act 537 and Chapters 71, 72, and 73
promulgated there under.

BUILDING - Any structure, either temporary or permanent, having walls and a roof,
designed or used for the shelter of any person, animal, or property, and occupying more
than one hundred twenty (120) square feet of area.

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION - A for-profit or nonprofit corporation controlled by a
board of directors that administers by-laws and rules and regulations governing all lots
and/or common area in a residential or nonresidential development and whose creation
and operation falls under the Uniform Condominium Act (68 P.S. 3101 et seq.) or the
Uniformed Planned Communities Act (68 P.S. 5101 et seg).

COMMUNITY SEWAGE SYSTEM - A publicly or privately owned system of piping,
tanks, and/or other facilities used for the collection, treatment, and disposal of sewage or
industrial wastes of a liquid nature from two (2) or more lots, buildings, dwelling units,
and/or establishments, or from an establishment that produces more than one (1) EDU of
sewage or industrial waste.

CONSTRUCTION ESCROW - A contract, deed, bond, or other written agreement
between the Township and a landowner or developer involving a financial security
deposited with a third party (usually a bank or bonding company) for the purpose of
guaranteeing that the construction of a sewage system is completed and properly done.

DEP or PaDEP — The acronym for the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection which is a cabinet level agency with broad authorities granted by legislation to
protect Pennsylvania’s many environmental resources. The DEP is responsible for
overseeing the plans, designs, and construction of wastewater treatment facilities
throughout the State, particularly those which are part of the Federal Construction Grants
Program or Sewage Facilities Act 537 planning process.

DEVELOPER - Any landowner or landowner’s agent who proposes a subdivision, land
development, and/or installation of a sewage system.



EDU - The acronym for Equivalent Dwelling Unit. A measurement of sewage
approximating the amount produced by one dwelling unit in twenty-four (24) hours and
equaling four hundred (400} gallons per day.

ELEVATED SAND MOUND - A type of above-ground sewage system.consisting of a
level layer of sand between the surface of the natural soil and an aggregate distribution
area to insure adequate absorption of sewage effluent.

ESTABLISHMENT - Any business, institution, commercial activity, or event.

EXPERIMENTAL SEWAGE SYSTEM - Any method of sewage disposal not
described in the PaDEP Title 25 Rules and Regulations which is proposed for the purpose
of testing and observation.

FINANCIAL SECURITY - Restricted or escrow accounts in Federal or common
chartered lending institutions with offices in Bucks County or irrevocable letters of credit

issued by such institution.

HOLDING TANK - A watertight receptacle, whether permanent or temporary, that
receives and retains sewage and is designed and constructed to facilitate ultimate disposal

of the sewage at a DEP approved facility.

INDIVIDUAL SEWAGE SYSTEM - A system of piping, tanks, and/or other facilities
that collects and treats sewage from a single dwelling unit or an establishment that
produces one (1) EDU of sewage or less and disposes of this sewage in whole or in part
into the soil, into any Waters of the Commonwealth, or by means of conveyance to
another site for final disposal.

INDUSTRIAL WASTE - Any liquid, gas, solid, radioactive substance, or other
substance that is not sewage and is a byproduct of any manufacturing, industrial, or other
similar operation. The term shall include all such substances whether or not generally
characterized as waste. Substances whose proposed or actual disposal via a sewage
system violates state or Federal statutes, rules, or regulations shall not fall under this

definition.

IRSIS (INDIVIDUAL RESIDENTIAL SPRAY IRRIGATION SYSTEM) — An
individual sewage system, permitted under §7 of the Sewage Facilities Act, that serves a
single dwelling and treats and disposes of sewage using a system of piping, treatment
tanks, and soil renovation through spray irrigation.

LAND DEVELOPMENT —

A. The improvement of one (1) lot or two (2) or more contiguous lots, tracts, or
parcels of land for any purpose involving: (1) a group of two (2) or more
residential or nonresidential buildings, whether proposed initially or cumulatively,
or a single nonresidential building on a lot or lots regardless of the number of



occupants or tenure; or (2) the division or allocation of land or space, whether
initially or cumulatively, between or among two (2) or more existing or
prospective cccupants by means of, or for the purpose of streets, common areas,
leaseholds, condominiums, building groups, or other features.

B. A subdivision of land.

LANDOWNER - The legal beneficial equitable owner or owners of land, including the
holder of an option or contract to purchase (whether or not such option or contract is
subject to any conditions), a lessee (if he is authorized under the lease to exercise the
rights of the landowner), or any other person having a proprietary interest in land.

LARGE VOLUME ON-LOT SEWAGE SYSTEM - An individual or community
sewage system with design capacity to discharge sewage flows in excess of ten thousand
(10,000) gallons per day. These systems require a Clean Streams Permit issued by

PaDEP.

LOT - A part of a subdivision or a parcel of land used as a building site or intended to be
used for building purposes, whether immediate or future, that would not be further

subdivided.

MANAGEMENT AGENCY - An entity, either private or public, formed for the
purpose of managing water and/or waste water facilities. Types of management agencies
include municipal authorities, municipal governing bodies, private corporations, private
engineering or technical service firms, etc.

MUNICIPALITY - A city, incorporated town, township, or borough.

NONSEWERED APPROACH - Limiting the expansion of centralized sewage systems
by encouraging OLDS wherever feasible and economical.

OFFICIAL ACT 537 PLAN - A comprehensive plan for the provision of adequate
sewage systems adopted by a municipality or municipalities possessing authority over the
provision of such systems and submitted to and approved by the DEP as provided by the
Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act 537 and Chapter 71, Rules and Regulations,

promulgated there under.

OLDS (ON-LOT DISPOSAL SYSTEM) - A system of piping, tanks, and/or other
facilities used for the collection, treatment, and disposal, in whole or in part into the soil,
of sewage. Individual QLDS serve only a single dwelling unit or lot or an establishment
that produces one (1) EDU of sewage or less; while community OLDS serve two (2) or
more lots, buildings, dwelling units, and/or establishments or an establishment that

produces more than one (1) EDU of sewage.



OLDS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - A method of managing OLDS that has as it:
general goal the installation of sound OLDS and the assurance that new and existing
OLDS are properly operated and maintained. '

0&M (OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE) AGREEMENT - A contract betweer
a municipality, municipal authority, and/or state agency in which the owner/operator of a
sewage system guarantees the proper care, operation, maintenance, repair, and
replacement of the sewage system. These agreements also protect the municipality,
municipal authority, and/or state agency from being held responsibie for the care,
operation, maintenance, repair, and replacement of the sewage system and usually require
a performance bond in conjunction with their execution.

PERFORMANCE BOND - A financial security accompanied by a written promise, that
together guarantee the proper care, operation, maintenance, repair, and replacement of a
sewage system for a specified period of time. Such a financial security shall also cover
the Township’s costs for administration, future compliance monitoring, and enforcement
of this Ordinance.

PRESSURIZED DISTRIBUTION - A network of piping within a absorption area
through which treated sewage effluent is pumped to assure equal distribution throughout
the absorption area.

PROOF OF PUMP-OUT - The method by which a landowner verifies that his/her
OLDS has been cleaned to remove residuals. This is most easily verified by presenting a
dated receipt of payment from a pumper.

PUBLIC ASSURANCE PROGRAM - That part of a sewage system management
program which, through an on-lot system inspection process, seeks to ensure that
individual and community sewage systems are operated and maintained properly.

PUBLIC SEWAGE SYSTEM - A scwage sysitem or treatment facility owned,
operated, and/or maintained by a municipality or municipal authority approved by the
DEP under a permit issued pursuant to the Clean Streams Law, 35 P.S, 691.1, et seq., as
hereafter amended, supplemented, modified or re-enacted by the General Assembly of

Pennsylvania.

PUMPER - Any sole proprietor, company, partnership, or corporation which engages in
cleaning any or all components of a community or individual OLDS and evacuates and
transports the septage cleaned there from, whether for a fee or free of charge.

REPLACEMENT AREA — An area of a lot or parcel, separate from the primary
absorption area, that has been tested by the BCDH and found suitable for the installation
of an OLDS. This area must be preserved and protected for potential future use through
the recordation of an easement or other restrictive covenant in case the primary
absorption area on the same lot fails.



SECOND CLASS TOWNSHIP CODE — An Act governing and outlining the powers
and duties for township of the second class found at 53 P.8. 65101 ef seg.

SEPTIC TANK - A sewage treatment tank that provides for anacrobic decomposition of
sewage prior to its discharge to an absorption area.

SEWAGE - Any substance that contains any of the waste products or excrement or other
discharge from the bodies of human beings or animals; any substance harmful to the
public health, to animal or aquatic life, or to the use of water for domestic water supply or
for recreation; or any substance which constitutes pollution under The Clean Streams
Law (35 P.S. §§691.1-691.1001). '

SEWAGE SYSTEM - A publicly or privately owned system of piping, tanks, and/or
. other facilities used for the collection, treatment, and dispoesal of sewage or industrial
wastes of a liquid nature.

SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER (SEQO) - The official of the local agency (a
municipality, any combination of municipalities, a county department of health, or a joint
county department of health) who issues and reviews permit applications and conducts
such investigations and inspections as are necessary to implement Act 537, Chapter 71
(relating to administration of sewage facilities program), and Chapter 73, “Standards for
Sewage Disposal Facilities.”

SEWER AUTHORITY - A municipal authority providing sewage facilities.

SLOW-RATE LAND APPLICATION (SRLA) - A method of disposal of treated
sewage effluent whereby the effluent is applied to the surface or subsurface of the soil by
spray irrigation, drip irrigation, or other types of land application at reduced rates.

SMALL FLOW TREATMENT FACILITY (SFTF) - An individual or community
sewage system designed to adequately treat sewage flows not greater than two thousand
(2,000) gallons per day for final disposal using stream discharge or other methods

approved by the DEP.

SPRAY FIELD - The piping, spray heads and ground surface to the cutside edges of the
wetted perimeter, used for the application and treatment of the sewage effluent in an

IRSIS or community spray system.

STREAM DISCHARGE SYSTEM - A sewage system that ultimately disposes of
treated effluent into the surface waters of the Commonwealth. Such systems require a

permit from the DEP.

SUBDIVISION - The division or re-division of a lot, tract, or other parcel of land into
two (2) or more lots, tracts, parcels, or other divisions of land, including changes in
existing lot lines for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of lease, transfer of
ownership, or building or lot development; provided, however, that the subdivision by



C.

lease of land for agricultural purposes into parcels of more than ten (10) acres, not
involving any new street or easement of access or residentizl dwellings, shall be
exempted.

SUBSURFACE SYSTEM - A sewage system that employs an aggregate-filled sewage
effluent absorption area installed below original soil grade level, or, in the case of an
elevated sand mound, installed above original grade with ultimate percolation into the
soil.

WATERCOURSE - A permanent or intermittent siream, river, brook, creek, run,
channel, swale, or ditch, whether natural or manmade, for gathering or carrying surface
water.

WATERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH - Rivers, streams, creeks, rivulets,
impoundments, ditches, watercourses, storm sewers, lakes, dammed water, ponds,
springs, and all other bodies or channels of conveyance of surface and underground water
or any of their part, whether natural or artificial, within or on the boundaries of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES.

§121. GENERAL.

The following programs and policies are hereby enacted to improve the treatment and disposal of
sewage throughout the Township through proper installation, operation, and maintenance of
individual and community sewage systems. These programs and policies apply to both existing
and new sewage systems in conjunction with appurtenant ordinances as outlined in §103 of this

QOrdinance.

§122. SEWAGE MANAGEMENT PLANNING POLICIES.

A.

The Township Planning Commission and Township Engineer shall review all
subdivision/land development plans proposing the use of one or more sewage systems to
ensure the design and layout of the proposed OLDS conforms with the Township’s
Wastewater Facilities Plan (Act 537), this Ordinance, and all other applicable Ordinances

of Bedminster Township.

In those areas of the Township where public sewer does not exist or are rural/agricultural
and are planned for lower density zoning, OLDS shall be encouraged wherever feasible.
The following OLDS planning policies shall be followed in these areas to foster the
nonsewered approach and the conservation of ground water resources:

1, Limit expansion of existing centralized public sewer systems by encouraging
OLDS.



2. Maintain OLDS ownership with the individual property owner, community
association, or developer.

3. Encourage the use of innovative sewage systems that reduce water consumption
and wastewater generation.

4, Recycle wastewater by relying upon individual OLDS and community OLDS for
ground water recharge via either subsurface or surface disposal of treated

wastewater effluent.
5. Promote subsurface disposal of effluent wherever possible.
6. Restrict community subsurface systems to pressurized distribution systems.
7. Encourage water conservation and waste flow reduction by the use of water

saving devices, nonwater toilets, wastewater effluent recycling and reuse, and
other state-of-the-art water conservation methods.

8. Require all newly constructed residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural,
recreational, governmental, or public buildings or structures of any kind to install
water saving fixtures, via a separate water conservation ordinance. Such fixtures
will reduce the quantity of water required to flush toilets and will reduce the flow
rates of showers and faucets.

§123. SEWAGE SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS,

All individual and community sewage systems shall meet the requirements set forth in this
- Section.

A. Individual Sewage Systems

1. Individual Residential Spray Irrigation System. The owner of a property that
utilizes an IRSIS shall comply with the following:

a. Construct and maintain the system in conformance with this Ordinance
and any other ordinance of the Township, the Sewage Facilities Act, the
rules and regulations of the BCDH and the DEP, and all applicable
regulations and statues of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

b. Establish a construction escrow, execute an O&M Agreement with the
Township, and submit a performance bond, all in conformance with this

Ordinance.

-10 -



c. Design Requirements:

(1)  No compenent of an IRSIS (including the wetted perimeter of the
spray field) shall encroach within the required minimum front, side
or rear yard setback designated by the Township Zoning
Ordinance.

(2)  Spray irrigation of the treated effluent shall be only permitted from
11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.

(3) Buffering:

(i) Whenever the wetted perimeter of the spray imrigation field
is located within one hundred (100) feet, but not less than
fifty (50) feet, of a property boundary, buffering shall
include a minimum of one (1) evergreen tree per thirty (30)
feet and one (1) canopy tree per forty (40) feet arranged
along and within twenty-five (25) feet of the property
boundary.

(ii)  Whenever the wetted perimeter of the spray irrigation field
is located within fifty (50) feet of a property boundary,
buffering shall include a minimum of one (1) evergreen
tree per twenty (20) feet and one (1) canopy tree per forty
(40) feet arranged along and within twenty-five (25) feet of
the property boundary. A fence at least four (4) feet in
height of material approved by the Township (such as split-
rail fencing with wire backing) shall also be installed along
the property line. The fence shall extend along either side
of the spray field at least twenty-five (25) feet wider than
the maximum width of the spray field.

(iif)  Buffer plant materials shall conform to the requirements of
the Township’s Zoning Ordinance.

(iv)  Where full grown trees exist on the site which duplicate the
requirements for buffering, the buffering requirements of
this Ordinance may be waived by the Township Board of

Supervisors.
d. No portion of the Sewage Facilities Act setback requirements for a IRSIS
may be located on any lot or property other than the parce! containing the
IRSIS.
2. Drip Irrigation and Sand Mounds. The owner of a property that utilizes a drip

irrigation or sand mound system shall comply with the following:

-11-



d.

Construct and maintain the system in conformance with this Ordinance
and any other ordinance of the Township, the Sewage Facilities Act, the
rules and regulations of the BCDH and the DEP, and all applicable
regulations and statues of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Establish a construction escrow and submit a performance bond, when
required, all in conformance with this Ordinance.

Design Requirements:

43 No component of a drip wrrigation or sand mound system shall
encroach within ten (10) feet of a property boundary.

(2) Buffering:

1) Whenever the any part of a drip irrigation or sand mound
system is located within fifty (50) feet of a property
boundary, buffering shall include a minimum of one (1)
shrub per six (6) feet arranged along the property boundary.

(i)  Buffer plant materials shall conform to the requirements of
the Township’s Zoning Ordinance.

(iii) ~ Where full grown shrubs exist on the site which duplicate
the requirements for buffering, the buffering requirements
of this Ordinance may be waived by the Township Board of
Supervisors.

No portion of the Sewage Facilities Act setback requirements for a drip
irrigation or sand mound system may be located on any lot or property
other than the parcel containing that system.

3. Alternate Systems. The owner of a property that utilizes an alternate system shall
comply with the following:

d.

Construct and maintain the system in conformance with this Ordinance
and any other ordinance of the Township, the Sewage Facilities Act, the
rules and regulations of the BCDH and the DEP, and all applicable
regulations and statues of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Establish a construction escrow, execute an O&M Agreement with the
Township, and submit a performance bond, all in conformance with this

Ordinance.

S12.



c. Design Requirements:

(1)  No component of an alternate system shall encroach within the
required minimum front, side or rear yard setback designated by
the Township Zoning Ordinance.

(2 Buffering:

(i} Whenever an alternative system is located within one
hundred (100) feet of a property boundary, buffering shall
include a2 minimum of one (1) evergreen tree per twenty
(20) feet and one (1) canopy tree per forty (40) feet
arranged along and within twenty-five (25) feet of the
property boundary,

(i)  Buffer plant materials shall conform to the requirements of
the Township’s Zoning Ordinance.

(il ~ Where full grown trees exist on the site which duplicate the
requirements for buffering, the buffering requirements of
this Ordinance may be waived by the Township Board of
Supervisors.

d. No portion of the Sewage Facilities Act setback requirements for an
alternative system may be located on any lot or property other than the
parcel containing the system.

4, Experimental Systems. The owner of a property that utilizes an experimental

system shall comply with the following:

a.

Construct and maintain the system in conformance with this Ordinance
and any other ordinance of the Township, the Sewage Facilities Act, the
rules and regulations of the BCDH and the DEP, and all applicable
regulations and statues of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Establish a construction escrow, execute an Q&M Agreement with the
Township, and submit a performance bond, all in conformance with this

Ordinance.

Design Requirements:

(1)

No component of an experimental system shall encroach within the

required minimum front, side or rear yard setback designated by
the Township Zoning Ordinance or within fifty (50) feet of a
property boundary, whichever setback distance is greater.

-13 -



(2) Buffering:

() All experimental systems shall be buffered by a minimum
of one (1) evergreen tree per twenty (20) feet, one (1)
canopy tree per forty (40) feet, and one (1) shrub per six (6)
feet arranged along all sides of the systemn and within
twenty-five (25) feet of the system.

(ify  Buffer plant materials shall conform to the requirements of
the Township’s Zoning Ordinance.

(iliy ~ Where full grown trees exist on the site which duplicate the
requirements for buffering, the buffering requirements of
this Ordinance may be waived by the Townshlp Board of

Supervisors.

d. No portion of the Sewage Facilities Act setback requirements for an
experimental system may be located on any lot or property other than the
parcel containing the system.

S. Small Flow Treatment Facility. The owner of a property that utilizes an

individual SETF shall comply with the following:

" a.

Construct and maintain the system in conformance with this Ordinance
and any other ordinance of the Township, the Sewage Facilities Act, the
rules and regulations of the BCDH and the DEP, and all applicable
regulations and statues of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Establish a construction escrow, execute an O&M Agreement with the
Township, and submit a performance bond, all in conformance with this

QOrdinance.

Any property utilizing a SFTF with a stream discharge shall connect to
abutting or adjoining public sewer lines as soon as public sewage services
become available. The SFTF must be disconnected and disposed of in
accordance with the applicable BCDH and DEP rules and regulations.

> No component of an individual SFTF shall encroach within the required

minimum front, side or rear yard setback designated by the Township
Zoning Ordinance.

No portion of the Sewage Facilities Act setback requirements for an
individual SFTF may be located on any lot or property other than the
parcel containing the facility.
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6. No domesticated animals of any type or equipment heavier than a common riding
mower/garden tractor shall be allowed upon the absorption area of any individual
sewage system.

7. Individual OLDS design setbacks. All individual OLDS must meet the following
setback isolation distances, and no part of any adjacent lot, parcel, or property
may be utilized tc meet this setback criteria:

TABLE 1
QOLDS Isolation Distances

Easements, Right-of-Ways - 25 25 100
Buildings, Impervious Areas : 20 30 150
Pools 20 50 100
Ponds, Watercourses, Streams, Wetlands 50 50 100
Wells 50 100 100
Other Disposal Systems 10 10 50
Detention Basins, Other SWM Facilities 25 25 50
B. Community Sewage Systems
1. All community sewage systems shall comply with the following, along with any

specific requirements listed in the following subsections:

a. Construct and maintain the system in conformance with this Ordinance
and any other ordinance of the Township, the Sewage Facilities Act, the
rules and regulations of the BCDH and the DEP, and all applicable
regulations and statues of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

b. Establish a construction escrow, execute an O&M Agreement with the

Township, and submit a performance bond, all in conformance with this
Ordinance.

c. Locate the sewage system entirely upon a separate lot.

d. No component of the sewage system (including the wetted perimeter of a

spray fietd) shall encroach within the required minimum front, side or rear
yard setback designated by the Township Zoning Ordinance or within fifty
(50) feet of a property boundary, whichever setback distance is greater.

e. No portion of the Sewage Facilities Act setback requirements for the
appropriate system may be located on any lot or property other than the lot
containing that system.
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f. Buffering, All community sewage systems shall be buffered as follows:

(1) A minimum of one (1) evergreen tree per twenty (20) feet, one (1)
canopy tree per forty (40) feet, and one shrub per six (6) feet
arranged along and within twenty-five (25) feet of the property
boundary.

(2) A fence at least six (6) feet in height of material approved by the
Township installed along the entire length of the property line
behind the above-listed buffer plants.

(3} Buffer plant materials shall conform to the requirements of the
Township’s Zoning Ordinance.

(4)  Where full grown trees exist on the site which duplicate the
requirements for buffering, the buffering requirements of this
Ordinance may be waived by the Township Board of Supervisors.

g No domesticated animals of any type or equipment heavier than a
common riding mower/garden tractor shall be allowed upon the absorption
area of any community sewage system.

Spray Systems. Unless a larger setback is required under another statute,
ordinance, rule, or regulation, the wetted perimeter of all spray systems shall be
set back at least one hundred and fifty (150) feet from all property boundaries,
roads, easements, buildings, pools, and other sewage systems and at least two
hundred (200) feet from all watercourses, ponds, lakes, wetlands, stormwater
management facilities, and potable water wells.

Alternate Systems. Unless a larger setback is required under another statute,
ordinance, rule, or regulation, all alternate systems shall be set back at least fifty
(50) feet from all property boundaries, roads, easements, buildings, pools, and
other sewage systems; at least seventy-five (75) feet from all watercourses, ponds,
lakes, wetlands, and stormwater management facilities; and one hundred and fifty
(150) feet from all potable water wells.

Experimental Systems. Unless a larger setback is required under another statute,
ordinance, rule, or regulation, all experimental systems shall be set back at least
one hundred and fifty (150) feet from all property boundaries, roads, easements,
buildings, pools, and other sewage systems and af least two hundred (200) feet
from all watercourses, ponds, lakes, wetlands, stormwater management facilities,
and potable water wells.

Stream Discharge. Any property(ies) utilizing a stream discharge system shall
connect to abufting or adjoining public sewer lines as soon as public sewage
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services become available. The stream discharge system must be disconnected
and disposed of in accordance with the applicable BCDH and DEP rules and
regulations.

§124. REPLACEMENT AREAS.

A

Requirements.

1.

A replacement area shall be required on all lots or parcels created, developed, or
improved after the effective date of this Ordinance and proposed to be served by
an OLDS.

A replacement area shall be required whenever an existing sewage system is
replaced with an OLDS.

A replacement area shall be required for all community sewage systems proposed
after the effective date of this Ordinance and which will dispose of sewage in
whole or in part in to the soil.

Any proposed replacement area shall comply with this Ordinance, any other
Township ordinance, the Sewage Facilities Act, the rules and regulations of the
BCDH and the DEP, and all applicable regulations and statues of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including, but not limited to, isolation distances.

Allowance of open land for the replacement area, without the performance of
appropriate soil testing to verify suitability of the land for a replacement area,
shall not constitute compliance with the requirements of this Section.

Every replacement area shall be protected by a recorded easement that contains
the following restrictions:

a. No improvements, whether permanent or temporary, shall be constructed
upon or within the replacement area.

b, No permanent or temporary alterations, grading, excavation, stockpiling of
any soil or any other material shall take place on or in the replacement
area.

c. During any construction or other activities, the replacement area shall be

marked and blocked off to prevent equipment with greater wheel loadings
than a comunon riding mower/garden tractor from traveling over or

operating upon the surface of the replacement area.

d. The final cover or improvement to every replacement area shall be limited
to shallow-rooted plant matter.
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